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MANHATTAN MAN FACES FEDERAL CHARGES
IN SCHEME TO | LLEGALLY OBTAIN 9/11 GRANT MONEY

JAMES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced that BRYAN FUHR, 31, a
resi dent of Manhattan, was charged today with theft of governnent
noney and mail fraud in connection with a schene to defraud the
Lower Manhattan Devel opnment Corporation (LMDC) and the U. S.
Departnment of Housing and Urban Devel opnent (HUD) of federal
grant noney nade avail able after the Septenber 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks to assist in the revitalization of Lower
Manhat t an.

A two-count crimnal conplaint, unseal ed today, charged
that FUHR devi sed a schene to fraudulently obtain noney froma
grant program established by the Lower Manhattan Devel opnment
Corporation to retain and attract residents to Lower Manhattan.
As the Conpl ai nt explains, LMDC was created by the State and City
of New York after the Septenber 11, 2001, terrorist attacks to

coordinate the rebuilding and revitalization of Lower Mnhatt an,



defined as the area south of Houston Street. To further this
goal, the LMDC received HUD grant noney to fund the Two- Year
Comm t ment - Based Grant program which provides noney to eligible
i ndi vi dual s who nake a two-year commtnent to live in one of two
desi gnated zones in Lower Manhattan.

According to the Conpl aint, on Septenber 12, 2002, FUHR
filled out and submtted an application to the LMDC to obtain
nmoney under the Two-Year Conm tnent-Based Gant. It is alleged
that, in this application and according to the terns of the
grant, FUHR certified that he currently lived and intended to
live at 121 Reade Street in Lower Manhattan for two years. The
Compl ai nt all eges that LMDC | ater approved FUHR s application,
whi ch made FUHR eligible to receive approximately $500 a nonth in
grant noney over the two-year period he promsed to live at 121
Reade Street.

Nonet hel ess, the Conplaint alleges that, in a letter
to the 121 Reade Street managenent conpany dated the very sane
day as FUHR s application to the LMDC — Septenber 12, 2002 - FUHR
gave notice of his intent to exit his | ease at 121 Reade Street
and vacate his apartnent on Decenber 1, 2002.

The Conpl aint further alleges that, although FUHR
vacated his residence at 121 Reade Street and was instead
purportedly residing at 349 West 21" Street, and al t hough two

new tenants had entered into a | ease and noved into FUHR s



apartnent at 121 Reade Street as of Decenber 1, 2002, FUHR sought
to obtain noney under LMDC s Two- Year Comm t nent - Based G ant by
falsely representing that he was still residing at 121 Reade
Street.

According to the Conplaint, in |late February of 2003,
FUHR stated falsely to the LMDC that he was currently residing at
121 Reade Street and sought to receive the grant noney based upon
that representation. On March 3, 2003, it is alleged that FUHR
went to an LMDC office in Lower Manhattan and stated fal sely that
he resided at 121 Reade Street when, in fact, FUHR was no | onger
residing there. After falsely representing his current address
at this neeting, the Conplaint alleges that FUHR obtai ned two
checks fromthe LMDC, totaling $4,500, which constituted the $500
mont hly grant paynments to FUHR for the period May 2002 t hrough
January 2003 — the tine that FUHR cl aimed to have been living at
121 Reade Street.

| f convicted, FUHR faces a maxi mum of 15 years in
prison, and a $250,000 fine for each count.

M. COMEY praised the investigative efforts and
cooperation of the Lower Manhattan Devel opnment Corporation and
the O fice of the Inspector General for the U S. Departnent of
Housi ng and Urban Devel oprent.

The charges in the Conplaint are nerely accusations,



and FUHR is presunmed to be innocent unless and until proven
guilty.

Assistant United States Attorney RRTA M GAVINIis in
charge of the prosecution.
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